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Please feel free to contact us: Tel 01763 242238E#&63 245749 davidatkins@meridian.herts.sch.uk




Head’s Letter

| don’t remember a time in all my years of headsitiMeridian when
there has been so much good news to report.

The exam results of the summer were the best avbeihistory of
the school — breaking last year’s records by aelangrgin. It seems
like a long time ago — but actually less than thremths — since we
saw our students with smiles of success. Sucleipdlae of life in
school, that some of the year 11 have already ttl@nGCSE exam
in Maths; have been examined in many units of exam3une 2012
and have appeared on action sheets for mentorshgwport in the build-up to next summer. T
exam process never stops.

Having been awarded our Academy status by the Gavent earlier this month, in partnership
with our middle school partners, Greneway and Roykie Academy was formally launched on
10 November when Justin Donovan, Director: Childr8ervices for Hertfordshire, Civic Leade
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Governors, Staff and special guests celebrated@urstructure as a self governing multi schoolttrdsth overall respon-
sibility for our three schools transferring fronet@ounty Council to the Royston Schools AcademysiTre can direct our
future. Exciting times indeed!

Sport has continued to flourish this term. With iiddal teachers appointed to the team,
we have been able to offer a wider range of prastand fixtures and have enjoyed nota-
ble success.

Rehearsals are well underway for our annual Auttenm musical — this year “Anything
Goes” will once again, prove there is huge drametid musical talent within the school.
A real treat!

| write this article on 11 November, shortly after whole school Service of Remem-
brance. Within our school calendar we have s@ f
much to be proud of and celebrate but for mej
annual highlight (and indeed, privilege) is to
witness the respect shown by our students in §
most moving assembly. To experience the M
packed school Hall observe the two minutes sig
lence following the trumpet solo of “The Last §
Post” is truly memorable. Well done to all.

Dr Michael Firth, Headteach
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me

Carrie Grant (nee Gray)
Meridian School 1978-81

From the age of about 5yrs | knew | wanted to be in the
Arts. | worked out at a young age that being able to sing
and dance a bit led to me gaining the attention | craved.
So as a young person | loved the response as much as |
loved the art itself.

I came from London to Royston at the age of 13 (1978)
and attended Meridian until | was 15 (1981). | never quite
fitted in at school and always felt like the odd one out. This
is not uncommon especially amongst creative people. This
is why | try to celebrate being different now. If you don't fit
into any club make your own! Some teachers didn’t under-
stand me but there were a couple who were amazing and a lifeline for me. They contmually encouraged me in
my pursuits and believed in me. At one point | asked permission to use the gym during lunchtimes to practise my
dancing and | was duly lent the gym. My English teacher was a total “don” and gave me a passion for reading,
one which | have held onto ever since and | now write my own books. My time at Meridian was a very happy
one.

| started as a dancer on Top of the Pops (a BBC1 music chart show for those not old enough!) and then did the
Eurovision Song Contest in ‘83. | then became a TV presenter and backing vocalist, working with artists such as
Diana Ross, Fat Boy Slim, Rod Stewart and Take That. In the 90’s | became a vocal coach to Take That, The
Spice Girls, Atomic Kitten, S Club 7, Charlotte Church and many others. In 1998 | won a MOBO award for an
album | made with my husband called, “Watching and Waiting.” In 2001 | began work on ITV’s Pop Idol and in
2002 | was asked to be a judge on a new BBC 1 series called Fame Academy. This has led to many more TV
shows. | currently coach Gwyneth Paltrow and present regularly for BBC 1's The One Show. In 2008 | was
awarded a BASCA for lifetime services to the music industry.

Behind the performance side of what | do is now a deep desire to see people not just achieve their dreams but
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If you, or someone you know is an ex-student of Mian and would like to contribute
o this feature in a future issue, please contact on davidatkins@meridian.herts.schjuk
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Year 11 Visit Paris 2
1

54 Year 11 Business and French students accongpar
by 6 members of staff enjoyed a busy 3 days insRari -
October.
eaving Meridian very early on the Wednesday morni
and arriving home on the Friday evening we tradelle 5= —® %
across to the continent by Eurostar —a first fonynaf -
the students.
The three days were packed full of activities idahg a *
trip to the top of the Eiffel Tower, a wonderfulptalong
the Seine on a bateau mouche on a bitterly coldum#
ny morning and, of course, a day’s visit to Eurodis g;::"‘
The Busmess students attended a seminar on the (0

mercial side of Eurodisney and the
French
students had a variety of linguistic
tasks to complete including
interviewing visitors to the park .
For the French students the events
of this trip will lead into an im-
portant piece of written work for
their
actual GCSE .
Thanks to all the students and
staff who took part.
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Meet the Governor: Sally Clayson

How long have you been a governor?

| was elected as a Parent Governor in December 20@®, looking back, the school
was on the brink of some very momentous changes.

What is your occupation?

I am a Chartered Accountant by profession and ti@dposition of Finance Manager at
Selwyn College, one of the colleges associated thghUniversity of Cambridge. | have
responsibility for the day to day financial actieg of the college and for giving advice
on longer-term strategic financial planning. Contréo popular belief, not all Cam-

bridge colleges are rolling in money and Selwyraiaty isn’t. There are lots of similar-

ities in my work and the challenges that | seenfig@dvieridian, in particular the constant

effort to provide a first class education with lied resources.

What encouraged you to become a governor?

When my children were at Tannery Drift | did quitédong stint as treasurer of the PTA, so when theyed on to Greneway
| felt | had earned a rest. | had been thinkingualgetting involved again when | was asked to atersputting my name
forward to be a governor at Meridian; it was jus push | needed. At that time so many peopledysi®dn seemed to be
critical of Meridian, which | considered a prettgagl school. | wanted to get to know the schoolebetnd to help raise its
reputation.

What has been the highlight of your time as a goveor?

It is hard to pick out a single event. Every timeome into school | receive such a friendly welccane am struck by how
much the staff and my fellow governors care aboatitan and how they continually strive to achi¢ive best for the pu-
pils, often in very difficult circumstances. Plagimy small part in this team gives me the gregtlestsure.

Have you taken on any additional responsibilities?

All Governors participate on school committees aail on the Resources Committee and chair the HuR®esources Com-
mittee. Resources oversees the managing of thekglimances and the maintenance of the premiséseguipment, and
Human Resources is concerned with matters rel&iad) the staff who work for the school.

Governors are also encouraged to form a link withnaividual subject area and | take a particuteriest in ICT. When |
was at school (in the Jurassic) computers werebjginning to be introduced and were very muchaelty; hands-on time
was strictly rationed. Thankfully my ability to uSe has come a long way since then and | know hopoirtant this skill is.
At Meridian all pupils are encouraged to obtainualdication in ICT at a level that best suits theeeds; this has clearly
been very successful. Recent exam results arepleaging and Meridian regularly performs highlyinter-school activities
involving ICT. Time flies when | visit the ICT defiment as there is always some really interestimdj@eative work going
on.

What are your hopes for the school and your role aa governor?

The conversion to an Academy and the closer ti#ls @feneway and Roysia have huge potential to iteviefidian. | look
forward to playing my part in encouraging and sufipg the school in exploring new opportunitiestiake Meridian a truly

excellent choice for the children in the Roystosaar
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2011 Bill Bryson Prize

for Science Communication

Every year, the Royal Society of
Chemistry runs the Bill Bryson
Prize to find the best piece of
original work on communication
of science. As last year, a number
of students entered the competi-
tion, and one of our students was
awarded a Certificate of Commen-
dation. Saffie Cooper produced a
large scale wall display on the
chemistry of the atmosphere,
which now has pride of place in
one of our Biology laboratories.
The RSC were impressed by the
clarity of the work and the scale
of the piece. The 2012 competi-
tion will open after Christmas.
Keep your eyes peeled for the
posters around school, and start
thinking about how you can com-
municate science in an exciting
and creative way.




Fish Hill Sculpture Project
At the beginning of the New Year we were offeraectey exciting opportunity.
North Herts District Council’s project manager begliscussions with the Art department
about the possibility of Meridian students desigrinlarge scale sculpture to be the centre-
piece of the redevelopment due to take place abaktem end of Fish Hill in the town cen-
tre.
Civic sculptures are usually only undertaken bysgstand sculptors who are already well
known so this was a truly wonderful opportunity fore of us — and one which is unlikely to
occur again.
It was decided that this opportunity should be ojpeany student in the school who was able
to demonstrate the commitment required to seeptioiect through. The design part of the
project took approximately 4-6 weeks to complete was submitted by the end of February
Participating students had the opportunity to weitk a team of landscape architects, a
considerable amount of publicity was generatedthack was to be a plaque placed at the
base of the sculpture with the name of the perdoose design was finally chosen, a truly They said .................
marvellous thing to be able to add to Universitgd gb applications.
It was great that so many of our students wantegttanvolved with such a community Helen Leitch (Landscape architect)
based project and that at the final selection sty judging panel had nothing but praise “We were all absolutely bowled over by

for ALL of them — describing them all as articulafiéendly and polite. the high standard of designs that we re-
They also said that there were many designs whige @great and perfectly viable so it mag@ived. There were so many outstanding
narrowing them down very difficult. entries it was difficult to choose a shortlist,

i
For the record — Vicki Chapman in year 12 was the letalone a winnert

winner whilst the runners up were Melody Causton, pay| Bainbridge (well known Sculptor)
Josh Tilmouth, Esther Jackson, Jacob lles, Amy Cat- “we had a difficult time in choosing the
ton, Kate Hutson and Alice Atkins. winner as the standard was so high, and
Sam Curtis in year 9 and Chloe Rayner in year 10  there were designs that could have been
were highly commended (for his model and her thor- developed into lovely ideas that could be
ough research) used all over the town.”
BDP landscape architects who are carrying outetie-r . : :
. - .., Councillor Fiona Hill

veI(_)pment are an |r_1ternat|onally known company Wlth,We were all extremely impressed by the
their headquarters in London and also offices @idn  high standards of designs that we received.
China, Abu Dhabi and the Netherlands and another exitimately it was very hard to choose one
citing step for Vicki was a visit to their office tvork winner out of so many excellent entries,
closely with them in finalising the details of tesign. but the panel felt that Vicki’s design was a
The official opening of Fish Hill Square took plame = mModern concept that looked to the future
19" November and Vicky’s sculpture looks great. 0: the town, whn;er:ncorpgratmg elements

A huge well done to everyone involved! ~ °f Reysten'srich history.
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Year 9 Football
The Year 9 football team began their league fixxuéh a
convincing 5-0 win over John Henry Newman. Losses
against a strong Barnwell team (4-1) and Knightiplar
(2-1) followed but the boys are looking to finighomgly
in their remaining games against Highfield and Barc
Year 9 Football Squad (Pictured):
Danny Mynott, Louie Clark, Jack Mills, Ethan Lewis,
Jordan Howe, Robbie Ponting, Richard Jonas, Ben
Watson, Justin Leavers, Jimi Smith, Callum Goodall,
George Bailey, Edward Atkins, Bradley Calvert, Rob-
bie Filby, Mackenzie Harris
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Year 10 Netbalt Miss Crawford-
Smith leads a practice session

Year 10 Football
The Year 10 football team played Highfield in midtGber
and came away with the points after a strong tearfop
mance resulting in them scoring 6 goals to HighfeB with
Cemal Ramadan scoring a hat-trick. Their next opptsare
Nobel where they are hoping for another victory.




Sports Leaders
Busy and Hard at Work

Meridian Sports leaders have made a fantastictsténis aca-
demic year. In the first half term alone we havensa great
many students involved in a wide variety of atidg:
Disability football programme — 15 of our students are current-
ly working with Royston Town football Club to hefieliver this
new initiative. The program takes place every weele at Me-
ridian on a Tuesday evening.

Table Tennis and Speedstacking Competitioth1 of our stu-
dents went to Greneway after school on Thursd&yNdem-
ber to help deliver a table tennis and speed stgatompetition
for years 5,6,7 &8

Year 9 and 10 Table Tennis league$ of our leaders attend
lunchtime clubs here at Meridian every week to leefpanise
and run the year 9 and 10 table tennis leagues.

Congra’[ula’[ion S The Meridian School

cheerleading squad
who came first at th
Saracens RFC cheer
leading festival. . Th
girls put in an out-
standing performanc
and were well de-
served winners.
Good luck to all
those girls dancing a
Wembley stadium on
December 19,




